Ministry of Education
Graduate Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558

_______________________________

This translation is not a direct translation of the Thai version but arranged and translated according to main areas covering the requirements of the Ministry of Education. 
1. This Graduate Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2556 is effective for all new and modified graduate programs of public and private higher education institutions.

2. The Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E.2558 are incorporated in this translation under items where they are relevant. 

3. Definition

    
(1) Full-time Faculty Member

Full-time faculty member means a person who

· holds a title of faculty member, assistant professor, associate professor or professor in a higher education institution,

· is responsible for fulfilling the Higher Education mission,

· works full time.


A full-time faculty member who joins a higher education institution after the Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558 have taken effect must obtain an English proficiency score specified by the Commission on Higher Education. 


(2) Program Faculty Member 




Program faculty member means a full-time faculty member who

· holds a degree in the field of study or related field of study,

· teaches and conducts research in the field of study.

A program faculty member can be program faculty member of more than one program.
[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 9.2, related fields of study refer to the fields of study specified in Degree Specification (TQF 1). In case TQF1 has not been announced yet, reference to ISCED (International Standard Classification of Education) is advised.]
(3) Faculty Member Responsible for the Program
Faculty member responsible for the program means a program faculty member who

·  is responsible for developing and managing curriculum and instruction which include: 

· planning

· controlling quality

· following-up

· evaluating

· developing

· is involved throughout the implementation of the program. 


Faculty members responsible for the program cannot be responsible for more than one program at the same time. However, for multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary programs, two of the faculty members responsible for the program can be responsible for another program.

4.  Philosophy and Objectives 
1. Production of graduates in accordance with the national higher education development plan, higher education philosophy, University philosophy, academic and professional standards.

2. Development of academics and professionals who

a. have advanced knowledge and skills in the field of study acquired through doing research to search for new knowledge,

b. are able to bring about one’s academic advancement,

c. relate and integrate one’s own field of study with other fields of study,

d. have academic and professional ethics.


Master’s Degree Program
Focuses on students’ knowledge and understanding of the process of generating and applying new knowledge to develop one’s work and the society


Doctoral Degree Program 
Focuses on students’ ability to do research to generate new body of knowledge or innovations beneficial to one’s own work, society and country  

5.  Educational Management System 

Semester System 

· The semester system consists of 2 semesters per academic year with not less than 15 weeks per semester.  

· A summer session may be organized with the number of hours and credits equivalent to that of the regular semester.

Trimester System 

· The trimester system consists of 3 trimesters per academic year with not less than 12 weeks per trimester.

· One credit of semester system is equal to 12/15 credit of trimester system, or 4 credits of semester system are equal to 5 credits of trimester system.

Quarter System

· The quarter system consists of 4 quarters per academic year with not less than 10 weeks per quarter.

· One credit of semester system is equal to 10/15 credit of quarter system, or 4 credits of semester system are equal to 3 credits of quarter system.

Other systems may be used.  Details must be provided including the number of credits which is equivalent to the number of credits of the semester system.

6.  Credit Value

· Theoretical Course

15 hours of lecture/discussion
= 1 credit of semester system

· Practicum Course

30 hours of practice/experiment = 1 credit of semester system

· Internship/Field Work

45 hours of internship/field work = 1 credit of semester system

· Project/Other assigned activities 

45 hours of project/assignment  = 1 credit of semester system

· Independent Study

45 hours of study = 1 credit of semester system

· Thesis/Dissertation  

45 hours of study = 1 credit of semester system

7.  Curriculum Structure

Graduate Diploma and Higher Graduate Diploma Program

-  Total number of credits     
24
credits



Master’s Degree Program

-  Total number of credits        
36
credits



Plan A: Focus on research


Type A 1
Thesis 
    36
credits






Non - credit courses/activities can be required.    


Type A 2

Thesis    12

credits


Courses 12
 credits



Plan B: Focus on coursework

  

Courses  

33-30 
credits


Independent Study
    3-6
credits


Doctoral Degree Program 


 - Type 1: Focus on research which creates a new body of knowledge 


Type 1.1  For Master’s degree holder



Dissertation 
  48   credits


Non-credit courses/activities can be required.


Type 1.2  For Bachelor’s degree holder


Dissertation 
  72   credits

Dissertation of Type 1.1 and Type 1.2 should follow the same quality standard.

- Type 2 : Focus on high quality research which contributes to the academic and professional advancement of one’s field of study. 


Type 2.1  For Master’s degree holder


Dissertation 
  36
credits


Courses
 12
credits


Type 2.2  For Bachelor’s degree holder


Dissertation 
  48
credits


Courses
  
  24
credits


Dissertation of Type 2.1 and Type 2.2 should follow the same quality standard. 

8. Credit Transfer


Students with knowledge of courses or thesis/dissertation that can be measured can transfer credits of courses or thesis/dissertation earned from graduate diploma programs or graduate programs of other higher education institutions, or they can be exempted from taking these courses.  In case of exemption, students have to take other courses to fulfill the total number of credits of the program.


The transfer of credits must comply with rules and regulations set by the Office of Higher Education Commission.


Graduates of graduate diploma programs of the same field of study or related field can transfer a maximum of 40% of the total credits required by the program. 
9.  Number and Qualifications of Faculty Members 
Master’s Degree Program 

1.  Program Faculty Members 

· Hold at least a Master’s degree

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 


2.  Faculty Members Responsible for the Program

· Faculty members responsible for Master’s Degree Program must 

· hold a doctoral degree or have at least a master’s degree and an associate professor title,
· have produced in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment. 

· There must be at least 3 faculty members responsible for the program.  In case the program is unable to complete the number of faculty members responsible for the program or the number of students is less than 10, the University may propose the appropriate number and qualifications of faculty members responsible for the program to the Commission on Higher Education for approval.

3. Thesis/Independent Study Major Advisers 

· Must be program faculty members
· Hold a doctoral degree or have at least a master’s degree and an associate professor title

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 


4. Thesis Co-advisers
· Can be full-time faculty members who have the qualifications and academic works specified for thesis major adviser 

· Can be external experts who hold a doctoral degree and have produced at least 10 academic works related to or in line with the topic of the student’s thesis and published in journals listed in accepted national database 

External experts who do not have the above qualifications and academic works but have knowledge, expertise and experience related to or in line with the topic of the student’s thesis can act as co-advisers with the approval of the University Council and acknowledgement of the Commission on Higher Education.


5. Thesis Examiners 

· Comprise at least 3 members consisting of program faculty member(s) and external expert(s).  The chair of the committee must not be the major adviser or co-adviser.

· Program faculty members 

· Hold a doctoral degree or have a master’s degree and an associate professor title 

· Have produced  in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 
· External experts

· Hold a doctoral degree 

· Have produced at least 10 academic works related to or in line with the topic of the student’s thesis or independent study and published in journals listed in accepted national database  


External experts who do not have the above qualifications and academic works but have knowledge, expertise and experience related to or in line with the topic of the student’s thesis can act as thesis examiners with the approval of the University Council and acknowledgement of the Commission on Higher Educations.

[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 9.6, independent study adviser and examiner must have the same qualifications and academic works as the thesis adviser and examiner.]

6.  Lecturers
· Can be full-time or part-time  

· Hold at least a master’s degree in the field of study or related field or in the field related to the course 

· Have teaching experience 

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 1 academic work which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 
[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 9.3, new Ph.D. graduates with no academic work can teach at the Master’s level but they cannot act as program faculty members, faculty members responsible for the program, thesis advisers and examiners unless they have produced at least 1 academic work within 2 years, or 2 academic works within 4 years, or 3 academic works within 5 years.] 

A part-time lecturer can teach only 50 percent of the total number of hours of a course in which a full-time lecturer is responsible for the management of the course.

Doctoral Degree Program 
1.  Program Faculty Members
· Hold a doctoral degree or have at least a master’s degree and an associate professor title 
· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 


2.  Faculty Members Responsible for the Program 
· Faculty members responsible for Doctoral Degree Program must 
· hold a doctoral degree or have at least a master’s degree and a professor title,
· have produced in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment. 
· There must be at least 3 faculty members responsible for the program.  In case the program is unable to complete the number of faculty members responsible for the program or the number of students is less than 10, the University may propose the appropriate number and qualifications of faculty members responsible for the program to the Commission on Higher Education for approval.

3.  Dissertation Major Advisers 

· Must be program faculty members
· Hold a doctoral degree or has at least a master’s degree and an associate professor title

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 
4. Dissertation Co-advisers 

· Can be full-time faculty members who have the qualifications and academic works specified for dissertation major adviser 

· Can be external experts who hold a doctoral degree and have produced at least 5 academic works related to or in line with the topic of the student’s dissertation and published in journals listed in accepted national database 

External experts who do not have the above qualifications and academic works but have knowledge, expertise and experience related to or in line with the topic of the student’s dissertation can act as co-advisers with the approval of the University Council and acknowledgement of the Commission on Higher Education.

5. Dissertation Examiners 

· Comprise at least 5 members consisting of program faculty members and external experts.  The chair of the committee must be an external expert.

· Program faculty members 

· Hold a doctoral degree or have a master’s degree and an associate professor title

· Have produced  in the past 5 years at least 3 academic works one of which is a research which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 

· External experts

· Hold a doctoral degree 

· Have produced at least 5 academic works related to  or in line with the topic of the student’s dissertation and  published in journals listed in accepted national database. 
External experts who do not have the above qualifications and academic works but have knowledge, expertise and experience related to or in line with the topic of the student’s dissertation can act as dissertation examiners with the approval of the University Council and acknowledgement of the Commission on Higher Education.



6.  Lecturers 
· Can be full-time or part-time  

· Hold a doctoral degree or have at least a master’s degree and an associate professor title in the field of study or related field or in the field related to the course 

· Have teaching experience 

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 1 academic work which is not a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 

A part-time lecturer can teach only 50 percent of the total number of hours of a course in which a full-time lecturer is responsible for the management of the course.

[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 9.3, new Ph.D. graduates who have produced at least 1 academic work within 2 years, or 2 academic works within 4 years, or 3 academic works within 5 years can act as lecturers, program faculty members, faculty members responsible for the program, dissertation advisers and examiners at the Doctoral level.]
10.  Adviser’s Supervision Load


10.1 A program faculty member can be a major adviser of master’s degree and doctoral degree students and can have supervision load as follows: 

· A program faculty member who holds a doctoral degree and has produced academic works specified for program faculty member can be the major adviser of both master’s and doctoral degree students not exceeding 5 per semester. 

· A program faculty member who holds a doctoral degree and an assistant professor title or holds at least a master’s degree and an associate professor title, and has produced academic works specified for program faculty member can be the major adviser of both master’s degree and doctoral degree students not exceeding 10 per semester.

· In case of necessity, a program faculty member holding a doctoral degree and a professor title can be the major adviser of not more than 15 students per semester with the approval of the University Council.  In case a program faculty member has more than 15 students, the University must propose the case to the Commission on Higher Education for approval.

10.2  A program faculty member can be an independent study adviser of not more than 15 master’s degree students.  For adviser of both thesis and independent study, 1 thesis advisee is equal to 3 independent study advisees.

10.3  Faculty members responsible for the program must be thesis advisers and/or thesis examiners and/or lecturers in the program.

11.  Admission Requirements

Master’s Degree Program

· Have a bachelor’s degree or its equivalent 

Doctoral Degree Program 

· Have a bachelor’s degree or its equivalent with very good academic record, or have a master’s degree or its equivalent 
· Obtain an English proficiency score specified by the Commission on Higher Education
12.  Registration and Duration of Study 




Graduate Diploma and Higher Graduate Diploma Program

Maximum number of credits for registration   15 credits/semester

Maximum number of years of study 

 3 academic years

Master’s Degree Program

Maximum number of credits for registration   15 credits/semester


Maximum number of years of study 

 5 academic years


Doctoral Degree Program

Maximum number of credits for registration   15 credits/semester

Maximum number of years of study


Type 1.1 and Type 2.1   
6 academic years


Type 2.1 and Type 2.2   
8 academic years


Depending on reason and necessity, the number of credits registered can be more or less than the number of credits specified. 
13.  Graduation Requirements 
Master’s Degree Program 

1) Plan A Type A1

· Have proposed the thesis and passed the final oral thesis defense evaluated by a committee appointed by the University.  The final oral defense is open to the public.

· Have the thesis/part of the thesis published or have obtained an acceptance of its publication in a national or international journal in accordance with OHEC’s Regulations on Criteria for Selection of Academic Journals for Publication of Academic Works (B.E.2556)

2) Plan A Type A2 

· Have completed all the courses of the curriculum

· Have obtained a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.00 

· Have proposed the thesis and passed the final oral thesis defense evaluated by a committee appointed by the University.  The final oral defense is open to the public.

· Have the thesis/part of the thesis published or have obtained an acceptance of its publication in a national or international journal in accordance with OHEC’s Regulations on Criteria for Selection of Academic Journals for Publication of Academic Works (B.E.2556) or have presented it at a conference and the full paper published in the proceedings

[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 13, research dissemination in a national conference means presentation of a research in a conference together with publication of the research full paper fulfilling the following criteria: (1) The proceedings are reviewed by an editorial board or at least 25% of the organizing committee comprise professors or doctoral degree holders from other institutions who have expertise in the field of study.  (2) The proceedings contain at least 25% of articles written by authors from at least 3 other institutions.]

Plan B

· Have completed all the courses of the curriculum 

· Have obtained a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.00

· Have passed the oral and/or written comprehensive examination

· Have proposed the independent study and passed the final oral independent study defense evaluated by a committee appointed by the University. The final oral defense is open to the public.

· Have the independent study/part of the independent study published in any retrievable form 

Doctoral Degree Program

Type 1  

· Have passed the qualifying examination to proceed to the dissertation phase of the program.

· Have proposed the dissertation and passed the final oral dissertation defense evaluated by a committee appointed by the University.  The final oral defense is open to the public.

· Have at least 2 publications related to the dissertation content published or have obtained an acceptance of its publications in a national or international journal in accordance with OHEC’s Regulations on Criteria for Selection of Academic Journals for Publication of Academic Works (B.E.2556) 

Type 2

· Have completed all the courses of the curriculum

· Have obtained a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.00

· Have passed the qualifying examination to proceed to the dissertation phase of the program.

· Have proposed the dissertation and passed the final oral dissertation defense evaluated by a committee appointed by the University.  The final oral defense is open to the public.

· Have the dissertation/part of the dissertation published or have obtained an acceptance of its publication in a national or international journal in accordance with OHEC’s Regulations on Criteria for Selection of Academic Journals for Publication of Academic Works (B.E.2556) 


[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 12, the University should have a system to check plagiarism or replication of other’s work or to check if the research was done by a hired person or company.  In case the independent study or thesis/dissertation was found to be plagiarized, replicated or done by others, the University has the right to revoke the independent study or thesis/dissertation.]
14.  Title of Degree

The title of diploma and degree must comply with the criteria specified by the Commission on Higher Education. 


[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 16, the transcript and diploma should contain the title of the degree and field of study which are the same as the Program Specification (TQF 2) acknowledged by the Commission on Higher Education.]

15.  Program Quality Assurance


Each program must set up a program quality assurance system comprising at least 6 components: 


(1) Standard control 


(2) Graduates


(3) Students


(4) Faculty members 


(5) Program, teaching-learning and student evaluation


(6) Learning support facilities

16.  Program Development

· The program must be developed and updated regularly.

· The program must be assessed and assessment results reported every academic year. 

· The assessment results are used to modify the program at least every five years.

_____________________________

      Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs

      Assumption University 

      14 December 2015
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