Ministry of Education 
Undergraduate Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558

_____________________________
This translation is not a direct translation of the Thai version but arranged and translated according to main areas covering the requirements of the Ministry of Education. 
1. This Undergraduate Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2556 is effective for all new and modified bachelor’s degree programs of public and private higher education institutions.

2. The Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E.2558 are incorporated in this translation under items where they are relevant. 

3. Definition

    
(1) Full-time Faculty Member

Full-time faculty member means a person who

· holds a title of faculty member, assistant professor, associate professor or professor in a higher education institution,

· is responsible for fulfilling the Higher Education mission,

· works full time.


A full-time faculty member who joins a higher education institution after the Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558 have taken effect must obtain an English proficiency score specified by the Commission on Higher Education. 


(2) Program Faculty Member 




Program faculty member means a full-time faculty member who

· holds a degree in the field of study or related field of study,

· teaches and conducts research in the field of study.

A program faculty member can be program faculty member of more than one program.
[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 9.2, related fields of study refer to the fields of study specified in Degree Specification (TQF 1).  In case TQF1 has not been announced yet, reference to ISCED (International Standard Classification of Education) is advised.]
(3) Faculty Member Responsible for the Program
Faculty member responsible for the program means a program faculty member who

·  is responsible for developing and managing curriculum and instruction which include: 

· planning

· controlling quality

· following-up

· evaluating

· developing

· is involved throughout the implementation of the program. 


Faculty members responsible for the program cannot be responsible for more than one program at the same time. However, for multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary programs, two of the faculty members responsible for the program can be responsible for another program.

4.  Philosophy and Objectives 

Philosophy

1. Production of graduates in accordance with the national higher education development plan, higher education philosophy, University philosophy, academic and professional standards.

2. Production of quality human resources who are aware of good citizenship, who give benefits to the society and who are self-reliant founded on Thai wisdom and morals and ethics to bring sustainable development of the country to attain international standard.

Objectives
To monitor graduate production process focusing on the total development of learners who are able to

a. live in a multicultural society in the age of globalization and borderless communication,

b. be life-long learners,

c. work in accordance with specified standards and ethics, 

d. create work which benefits self and society at the national and international level. 

5. Types of Bachelor’s Degree Programs

1. Group 1 : Academic Program

1.1  Academic Program

Academic program aims to produce graduates who possess academic knowledge of theory and practice as well as skills which they can apply in real life situations.

1.2  Advanced Academic Program

Advanced academic program means a program designed for the gifted. It aims to produce graduates who have advanced knowledge and skills in their field of study. Students in the advanced academic-focused program study in the mainstream but take graduate courses and do research.

2. Group 2 : Professional or Practical Training Program 

2.1  Professional or Practical Training Program


Professional or practical training program aims to produce graduates who are knowledgeable of theory and practice but focuses on professional knowledge, competence and skills specified in professional standards. Students in this program should have experience in work integrated learning or cooperative education.

2.2 Advanced Professional or Practical Training Program

Advanced professional or practical training program is for gifted learners who study in the mainstream but take graduate courses and do research related to their profession or practice their profession in an organization. It aims to produce graduates who have high level of academic and professional competence.

Students in both advanced academic and advanced professional or practical training programs must take at least 12 credits of graduate courses.

6.  Educational Management System 

Semester System 

· The semester system consists of 2 semesters per academic year with not less than 15 weeks per semester.  

· A summer session may be organized with the number of hours and credits equivalent to that of the regular semester.

Trimester System 

· The trimester system consists of 3 trimesters per academic year with not less than 12 weeks per trimester.

· One credit of semester system is equal to 12/15 credit of trimester system, or 4 credits of semester system are equal to 5 credits of trimester system.

Quarter System

· The quarter system consists of 4 quarters per academic year with not less than 10 weeks per quarter.

· One credit of semester system is equal to 10/15 credit of quarter system, or 4 credits of semester system are equal to 3 credits of quarter system.

Other systems may be used.  Details must be provided including the number of credits which is equivalent to the number of credits of the semester system.

7.  Credit Value 
· Theoretical course

15 hours of lecture/discussion
=   1 credit of semester system

· Practicum Course

30 hours of practice/experiment
=   1 credit of semester system

· Internship/Field Work

45 hours of internship/field work
=   1 credit of semester system

· Project/Other assigned activities

45 hours of project/assignment
=   1 credit of semester system
8.  Total Number of Credits and Duration of Study 
8.1   4-Year Program


Total number of credits 

≥ 120  credits


Duration of study 

· Full-time study 
Not over   8 academic years

· Part-time study 
Not over 12 academic years


8.2   5-Year Program 


Total number of credits

 ≥ 150 credits


Duration of study 

· Full-time study 
Not over 10 academic years

· Part-time study 
Not over 15 academic years

8.3  6-Year Program 


Total number of credits

 ≥ 180 credits


Duration of study 

· Full-time study 
Not over 12 academic years

· Part-time study 
Not over 18 academic years


8.4  Continuing Program 


Total number of credits

  ≥  72 credits


Duration of study 

· Full-time study 
Not over  4 academic years

· Part-time study 
Not over  6 academic years

9.  Curriculum Structure 


The curriculum structure comprises general education courses, concentration courses and free elective courses as follows: 

9.1 General Education Courses mean courses which focus on the total development of a human person who

a. possesses broad knowledge,

b. understands and sees the value of oneself, others, society, art and culture and nature,

c. cares for the changes around him,

d. develops oneself continuously,

e. lives under moral and ethical principles, 

f. is ready to help his fellowmen, 

g. is a worthy citizen of Thailand and the world.

General Education courses can be offered as individual courses or integrated courses which integrate contents in social science, humanities, language, science and mathematics.  The minimum number of credits is 30.
[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 6, General Education Courses should not be a series/sequence of courses but are complete courses in themselves.  Courses with pre-requisites, advanced courses, besic or foundation courses of the field of study should not include in this group.]

9.2 Specialized Courses mean core courses, specific courses, professional foundation courses and professional courses which aim at enabling students to gain knowledge in and understanding of their field of study and to work.  The minimum number of credits is as follows:


-  
4 - Year Academic Program 


Minimum number of credits 
72 credits


-  
4 - Year Professional or Practical Training Program 


Minimum number of credits 
72 credits. 

The proportion of practical training credits and theoretical credits must be in compliance with professional standards.  If not specified, the minimum number of credits for practical training is 36 and 24 for theories. 


-  
5 - Year Program 



Minimum number of credits  
90  credits


-  
6 - Year Program 



Minimum number of credits  
108  credits


Concentration courses can be arranged as follows:
· Single major comprising at least 30 credits of major courses

· Major and minor comprising at least 30 credits of major courses and 15 credits of minor courses

· Double major comprising at least 60 credits of major courses and 150 credits for the whole program 


An advanced Academic Program must specify at least 12 credits of graduate courses.


9.3  Free Elective Courses mean courses which aim at enabling students to gain knowledge and understanding of the subject matters of their interest.  Students can choose to study any bachelor’s degree courses offered in the university.  The minimum number of credits is 6. 

Transfer of Credits

Students with knowledge of general education courses, concentration courses or elective courses that can be measured can transfer credits of these courses earned from other higher education institutions or they can be exempted from taking these courses.  However, in case of exemption, students have to take other courses to fulfill the total number of credits of the program.  
The transfer of credits must comply with rules and regulation set by the Office of Higher Education Commission.
10.  Number and Qualifications of Faculty Members


A.  Academic Program



1. Program Faculty Members 
· Hold at least a Master’s degree or an assistant professor title 

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 1 academic work which is not 

a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 




2.  Faculty Members Responsible for the Program 
· Faculty members responsible for Bachelor’s Degree Program must have qualifications and academic works specified for program faculty members.
· There must be at least 5 faculty members responsible for the program.  In case the program has more than one study track, each track must have at least 3 faculty members responsible for the program.

·   In case the program is unable to complete the number of faculty members responsible for the program, the University may propose the appropriate number and qualifications of faculty members responsible for the program to the Commission on Higher Education for approval.




3. Lecturers 

· Can be full-time or part-time 

· Hold at least a master’s degree or an assistant professor title in the field of study or related field. 



A full-time lecturer who holds a bachelor’s degree and has been teaching before the Undergraduate Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558 take effect can continue teaching in the program.

A part-time lecturer who does not have a master’s degree must hold at least a bachelor’s degree and have at least 6 years working experience related to the course.

A part-time lecturer can teach only 50 percent of the total number of hours of a course in which a full-time lecturer is responsible for the management of the course.


B.  Professional or Practical Training Program



1. Program Faculty Members 
· Hold at least a Master’s degree or an assistant professor title 

· Have produced in the past 5 years at least 1 academic work which is not 

a part of graduation requirements and published in accordance with the publication criteria specified for academic title appointment 

· Have qualification specified by professional standards

In case the program is a joint program with institutions other than higher education institutions, personnel from these institutions holding at least a bachelor’s degree and having at least 6 years working experience in these institutions can be appointed as program faculty members.  



2.  Faculty Members Responsible for the Program 

· Faculty members responsible for Bachelor’s Degree Program must have qualifications and academic works specified for program faculty members.
· There must be at least 5 faculty members responsible for the program.   In case the program focuses on practical skills, at least 2 out of the 5 faculty member responsible for the program must have practical experience.  A maximum of 2 personnel from institutions other than higher education institutions which the university has made agreements with to provide learning experiences for students can be appointed as faculty members responsible for the program. 
· In case the program is a joint program with institutions other than higher education institutions, personnel from these institutions holding at least a bachelor’s degree and having at least 6 years working experience in these institutions can be appointed as faculty members responsible for the program. 
· In case the program has more than one study track, each track must have at least 3 faculty members responsible for the program and 1 of the 3 faculty members responsible for the program must have practical experience.   
·   In case the program is unable to complete the number of faculty members responsible for the program, the University may propose the appropriate number and qualifications of faculty members responsible for the program to the Commission on Higher Education for approval.




3. Lecturers 

· Can be full-time or part-time 

· Hold at least a master’s degree or an assistant professor title in the field of study or related field. 

· Have qualifications specified by professional standards


A full-time lecturer who holds a bachelor’s degree and has been teaching before the Undergraduate Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558 take effect can continue teaching in the program.

In case the program is a joint program with institutions other than higher education institutions, personnel from these institutions holding at least a bachelor’s degree and having at least 6 years working experience in these institutions can be appointed as lecturers.
A part-time lecturer who does not have a master’s degree must hold at least a bachelor’s degree and have at least 6 years working experience related to the course.


A part-time lecturer can teach only 50 percent of the total number of hours of a course in which a full-time lecturer is responsible for the management of the course.

11.  Admission Requirements 
A.  Academic / Professional or Practical Training Program applicants:

· Have high school certificate or its equivalent 

B.  Advanced Academic/Advanced Professional or Practical Training Program applicants:

· Have high school certificate or its equivalent 

· Have a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.5


Applicants accepted in the advanced program must obtain at least 3.5 GPA every semester while studying in the program; otherwise, the student will be disqualified from the program. 

12.  Registration
 

12.1  Registration Load 

· Full-time study 


Minimum number of credits/semester 
   9 credits


Maximum number of credits/semester
 22 credits

· Part-time study 


Not over   

9 credits/semester 


Depending on reasons and necessity, the number of credits registered can be more or less than the number of credits specified. 



The maximum number of credits for summer session is 9 credits.


12.2  Minimum Number of Semesters Required for Registration

· 4-Year program 


Full-time study    

    6 semesters 


Part-time study

  14 semesters

· 5-Year program 


Full-time study    

    8 semesters 


Part-time study  

  17 semesters

· 6-Year program 


Full-time study 

   10 semesters 


Part-time study  

   20 semesters

13.  Evaluation and Graduation Requirements
· Grading system and minimum grade requirement of each course must be specified by the university. 


· Minimum Graduation Requirements

·  Have completed the total number of credits of the program

·  Have obtained a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.00

14. Title of Degree 
The title of degree must comply with the criteria specified by the Commission on Higher Education.


[According to the Implementation Guidelines for Higher Education Program Standard Criteria B.E. 2558, Item 16, the transcript and diploma should contain the title of the degree and field of study which are the same as the Program Specification (TQF 2) acknowledged by the Commission on Higher Education.]
15. Program Quality Assurance 


Each program must set up a program quality assurance system comprising at least 6 components: 


(1) Standard control 


(2) Graduates


(3) Students


(4) Faculty members 


(5) Program, teaching-learning and student evaluation


(6) Learning support facilities

16. Program Development

· The program must be developed and updated regularly.

· The program must be assessed and assessment results reported every academic year. 

· The assessment results are used to modify the program at least every five years.

_____________________________________

      Office of the Vice President for Academic Affairs

      Assumption University 

      14 December 2015
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